Coffin Award Winner for 2011
It is with great pleasure that I announce the winner of the David D. and Rosemary H. Coffin Fellowship for Travel in Classical Lands.  From a strong field of applicants, Mr. William Clausen of Washington, DC emerged as an inspiring teacher intensely dedicated to his students and his school. 
A graduate of Cornell University with a B.A. in Classics, Mr. Clausen went on to complete a second degree (M.A., Oxon) at Oxford University. For the last four years he has taught Latin and English at Washington Latin Public Charter School, where he serves as the head of the Foreign Languages Department. 
Describing Mr. Clausen’s teaching, a student cites “his earnest and honest and belief in his students and desire to see them succeed” as the reason for his transformation into an engaged student. A school administrator remarks: “The students love him and his classes, and many of them, in all seriousness, have remained at this fledgling, experimental school because Mr. Clausen is still there.” Mr. Clausen’s participation in the Vergilian Society’s summer program (Vergil, Aeneas, and Augustus) will enrich his teaching of the AP Vergil course and further student trips to classical lands. 
I would like to thank my colleagues on the committee, Dr. Greta Ham and Dr. Bronwen Wickkiser, for their deliberation, and Adam Blistein for his help with the process.
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