Guide to San Antonio
from the APA Local Arrangements Committee

Erwin Cook, Chair
Museums:
The San Antonio Museum of Art (particularly strong in Greco-Roman and Latin American art)

200 W. Jones Ave.

www.samuseum.org
McNay (current exhibition: Landscapes from the Age of Impressionism)
6000 N. New Braunfels Ave.

www.mcnayart.org
Family Museum:

The Witte Museum, 3801 Broadway
http://www.wittemuseum.org/
Note: there is an IMAX in the Rivercenter Mall, which features a movie on the Alamo as well as nature oriented and feature films.

http://www.imax-sa.com
Also for the family:

San Antonio Zoo (one of the country’s best)

3903 N. Saint Mary’s St.

www.sazoo-aq.org
Grocery Store, Deli, Party Supplies:

Central Market, 4821 Broadway, with broad selection, good quality, and reasonable prices. It is worth the effort to go here relative to places closer in.


http://www.centralmarket.com/Stores/San-Antonio.aspx
San Antonio Restaurants

*Acenar,  146 E. Houston St. (210) 222-2362

(A relative bargain for the River Walk, with inventive food; we recommend that you go during off hours). Try the huitlacoche crepes (a very flavorful corn fungus), and anything with duck.

http://www.acenar.com/main/index.php
*Azuca, 713 South Alamo.  (210) 225-5550

Well prepared food from everywhere south of the border.

http://www.azuca.net/
**Biga, 203 South St. Mary’s St.  (210) 225-0722

(Biga and Insignia are the best restaurants in the River Walk area). Try the venison, lamb, or grouper and anything with Asian spices.

http://www.biga.com/
*Bistro Vatel, 218 E. Olmos (210) 828-3141

Not in Riverwalk area, but a short cab ride away (unpretentious, but well executed classic bistro fare. The kitchen understands fish. $42 prix fixe menu is a bargain).

http://www.bistrovatel.com/
Boudro’s, 421 E. Commerce (210) 224-8484

One of the better options on the River Walk. The quail and duck are always good; try the prickly pear margarita.

http://www.boudros.com/boudros/
Café des Artistes, 200 W. Jones Ave (210) 978-8155
In the San Antonio Museum of Art. Run by the owner of Bistro Vatel, with reasonably priced fare that is better than what one usually finds at museums. Try the grapefruit and pistachio tart for desert.

http://www.bistrovatel.com/
*Citrus, 150 East Houston Street (210 230-8412

In the Hotel Valencia. Eclectic and inventive menu: a place to go for your Texas antelope fix.

http://www.hotelvalencia-riverwalk.com/dining/citrus.php
Dough Pizzeria Napoletana, 6989 Blanco Road (210) 979-6565

Not in Riverwalk area, but excellent pizza.

http://www.doughpizzeria.com/
El Mirador, 722 S. St. Mary’s Street (210) 225-9444

Standard Tex-Mex fare; we suggest the soups and mole. Also a good place for breakfast: try the chilaquiles.

http://www.elmiradorrestaurant.com/
**Insignia, 401 S. Alamo (210) 223-0401

In the Fairmont Hotel. Highly eclectic menu. The Sea Bass is always good.

http://www.restaurantinsignia.com/
*Las Canarias, 112 College Street (210) 518-1000

Eclectic, elegant; try the venison loin.

http://www.omnihotels.com/findahotel/sanantoniolamansiondelrio/dining.aspx
La Fonda, 2415 N. Main (210) 733-0621 

Not in Riverwalk area but nearby (a SA institution; try the “Fajita Feast.” The stuffed poblano is rich but a good vegetarian choice).

 http://www.lafondaonmain.com/
Liberty Bar,  1111 S. Alamo St. (210) 227-1187

Off the River Walk.  Lamb sausage is a special treat and the Portobello sandwich w/smoked Gouda is excellent.
http://www.liberty-bar.com/
Lüke, 125 E Houston St. (210) 227-LUKE

Opened too recently for us to review, but good buzz.

http://www.lukesanantonio.com/
Mi Tierra Café Y Panaderia, 218 Produce Row (210) 225-1262

Not far from the River Walk. A San Antonio institution near Market Square. Open 24 hours. 

http://www.mitierracafe.com/
Oloroso, 1024 South Alamo, (210) 223-3600

(Mediterranean); a relatively undiscovered gem; the charcuterie and cheese plates are always worth trying.

http://www.oloroso.biz/
*Ostra (formerly Pesca) 212 W. Crockett St. (210) 396-5817

Best seafood on the River Walk. Try the oysters and the fresh market fish.

http://www.mokarahotels.com/sanantonio/dining.html
Rosario’s, 910 S. Alamo St. (210) 223-1806 

Walking distance from the River Walk, with better Mexican food than can be had on it. Fajitas and enchiladas are both good here, along with some unusual items such as fried sweetbreads with ranchera sauce. N.b. Rosario’s has a satellite restaurant in Terminal 2 in the SA airport. A good place for breakfast before your return flight.

http://www.rosariossa.com/
**Sandbar, 200 E. Grayson St. (210) 222-2426

Not on the Riverwalk but near Il Sogno and run by the same chef; it’s the best fish house in SA; the lobster bisque is legendary, as is the onion tart.

*The Smokehouse, 3306 Roland Ave (at Rigsby) (210) 333-9548

Not on the Riverwalk; best brisket in SA.

http://www.thesmokehousesa.com/
**Il Sogno 200 E. Grayson (210) 223-3900

Not in Riverwalk area but relatively close in (best Italian in SA); antipasti, incl. the selection of artisanal cheeses, should not be missed. Of the pastas, try the spaghetti affumicati, gnocchi al coniglio, and the atomica or rucola e pomodori pizzas; for main courses, try the cod with saffron broth, osso buco and anything cinghiale, esp. the ragut with polenta. Good, reasonably priced wine list: the Masi “Poderi del Bello Ovile” and Fontelellera “Baroncini” are bargains at $40.

http://www.pearlbrewery.com/pages/eat_ilsogno.html
*Tre Trattoria, 4003 Broadway (210) 805-0333

Not on Riverwalk. The spinach and feta pizza with balsamic vinegar is a good choice for vegetarians. Also, try the pulled mozarella.

http://www.tretrattoria.com/
Bars, Wine Bars:

Le Midi Restaurant; 301 E. Houston St. (210) 858-7388

A wine bar and restaurant with a selection of Armagnacs; the three course prix fixe is a relative bargain.

http://www.lemidirestaurant.com/
The Menger Hotel Bar, 204 Alamo Plaza 

(A bar with a lot of history). http://mengerhotel.com/page/ntmc/Menger_Amenities/6_4_html.html
Vbar in the Hotel Valencia. 150 East Houston St. 

http://www.hotelvalencia-riverwalk.com/dining/vbar.php
Zinc: 207 North Presa (210) 224-2900

A wine bar with good bar food; try the lamb sandwich.

http://zincwine.com/zinc/
