Rabun TAYLOR Their Neighbor’s Keeper: A Neapolitan Coin for Capua

The bronze coinage of Hellenistic Neapolis (Italy) is dominated by imagery of Apollo, who is known to
have had a robust cult in this city. But in the second half of thethird century, shortly beforeit ceased
minting altogether, Neapolis briefly issued an obol representing Artemis/Diana on the obverse and a
cornucopia on thereverse. Both motifs are anomalous for this city; and the pairing of the hunter-goddess
with a symbol of agricultural bounty seems doubly puzzling. This paper will arguethat the imagery on
the coin isintended to signify not Neapolis, but the rival Campanian city of Capua — a city which, on the
one hand, was an agricultural power befitting the cornucopia; and which, on the other, oversaw the
second most important cult of Dianain all of Italy, on nearby Monte Tifata. Why would Neapolis assume
an alien identity on its coinage?

In 216, during the Second Punic War, Capua took a desperate gamble by switching its allegiance from
Rometo Hannibal. Neapolis, as always, remained firmly allied with Rome. Monte Tifataitsaf, with its
famous sanctuary, became Hannibal’ s base of operations for several years. When Rome regained Capua
and its territory in 211, it wreaked a selective vengeance, sparing the city’s buildings and its territory but
declaring the Campanian plains to be ager publicus, Roman public property. Extraordinarily, Neapolils
bronze issue was intended to burnish Capua’ s greatest assets after their defilement by Hannibal and to
appropriate those assets symbolically on behalf of Rome.



